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DEFRA/DTI Nov 2006 
A strategy for non-food crops and uses Two year progress report 
 
The report lists current and developing applications of non-food crops and other measures designed to 
reduce dependence on fossil fuels and to increase sustainability and to reduce environmental impact. It 
also lists current drivers and barriers to uptake. In our view, opinion as to drivers and barriers is 
essential when forming opinion of potential liability exposure should there be any potential for harm 
associated with the product.  
 
If non-food crop products and substances are taken up widely then risk managers would need a view as 
to the potential for new personal injury liabilities. The report lists new uses for plant derived substances 
[see a full listing below]. Our own initial views as to the potential for harm from these are as follows: 
 

• Plant based metal-working fluids would encourage the growth of populations of novel forms of 
microorganism and, their decomposition products and metabolic products may be more 
bioactive than those found for mineral oils. They may be more readily oxidized (perhaps a 
problem for damage to equipment). 

 
• Nut and soya oils may include allergens. 

 
• Composting as opposed to land fill: may reduce the active degradation of the remaining landfill. 

 
• Plant and animal based building insulation materials could encourage mould and other hygiene 

problems if damp, could be more accommodating for insect life, could be less resistant to fire, 
could be water absorbent. 
 

• Feedstock augmented food crops (e.g. potato designed to increase proportion of insoluble 
polymers) could end up in the food chain. Gene migration. Co-existence [with GM] problems. 
 

• Renewable fuels produce large quantities of waste biomass and ash. 
 

• Small scale biofuels production may escape appropriate engineering and operation standards 
or inspection. Waste management facilities may be inadequate. 
 

• Phytopharmaceuticals: environmental harm, gene migration, accidental inclusion in food. 
 
Potential benefits are many, but probably beyond the scope of this report. 
 
The listing presents views as to the drivers and barriers to uptake. Risk managers could use these views 
to help decide whether or not risk management action is currently warranted. 
 
Glossary 

OSR = Oilseed rape 
COSHH = Control of substances hazardous to health regulations 
SRC = short rotation coppice 
VOC = volatile organic compounds 
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*Stage of development in UK except where otherwise stated 
C= Commercialized 
R= Research & Development 
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Comment 
Regulatory action will continue to bias the market in favour of renewable sources. The body charged 
with coordination and knowledge transfer (NNFCC) has not yet produced independent guidance on 
potential liability issues.  
 
The above points relating to potential risks should be self-evident to the product developers. 

_______ 
 


